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Decolonization, which sets out to change the order It brings a natural rhythm into existence, intro-

of the world, is, obviously, a program of complete duced by new men, and with it a new language and 

disorder. But it cannot corne as a result ofmagical a new humanity. Decolonization_i_;;_tli_ev~le 

practices, nor of a natural shock, nor of a friendly S[eation of new men. But !~~_CJ~~i_on_owes nothing 

understanding. Decolonization, as we know, is a q!' its legitimacy to any supernatural power; the 

historical process: that is to say that it cannot be lf1")"thing" which has been colonized becomes man 

understood, it cannot become intelligible nor clear W 4_uring the same process by which it frees itself. 

to itself except in the exact measure that we can ln decolonization, there is therefore the need of 

discern the movements which give it historical form a complete calling in question of the colonial 

and content. Decolonization is the meeting of two situation. If we wish to describe it precisely, we 

forces, opposed to each other by their very nature, might find it in the well-known words: "~~t 

which in fact owe their originality to that sort of (~ hall be first and th first last." Decolonization is ~ 

substantification which results from and is nour- \ he putting into practice of this sentence. That is l 

ished by the situation in the colonies. Their first why, if we try to describe it, all decolo-niz-ation is j 
encounter was marked by violence and their exist- successful. 

ence together - that is to say the exploitation of the The naked truth of decolonization evokes for us 

native by the settler - was carried on by dint of a the searing bullets and bloodstained knives which 

great array of bayonets and cannons. The settler emanate from it. For if the last shall be first, this · -

and the native are old acquaintances. ~1.. the will only corn<: !OpâSS -after_::_!D~rd~ro~s ~nd 

sett)er i5_ r.i_g!:i_t_wh~n-he-spe?ks afknowing "them" decisive struggle between the tW,,Q...WJill!~ts. 

,;iL..Eor it is the settle~ who has brought the nati~e That affirmed intention to place the last at the head 

in.tC2_<è_~~tence and who perpetuates his existen_ce. of things, and to make them climb at a pace (too 

The settler ~~~_s the fact ofhis very existence, that quickly, some say) the well-known steps which 

ij..1.Q..§.aJÇ,.Jiis...µfQPerty to the colonial system. characterize an organized society, can only triumph 

Decolonization never takes place unnoticed, for if we use all means to turn the scale, indu ding, of 

it influences individuals and modifies them funda- course, that of violence. 

mentally. It transforms spectators crushed with 

their inessentiality into privileged actors, with the 

grandiose glare of history's floodlights upon them. 

From Frantz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth, trans. 

Constance Farrington (1967), copyright © 1963 by 

Présence Africaine; by kind permission ofHarperCollins 

Publishcrs and Grove/ Atlantic Inc. 

You do not turn any society, however primitive 

it may be, upside down with such a program if you 

have not decided from the very beginning, that is 

to say from the actual formulation ofthat program, 

to overcome ail the obstacles that you will corne 

across in so doing. The native who decides to put 

the program into practice, and to become its 

moving force, is ready for violence at all times. 

From birth it is clear to hi 
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From birth it is clear to him that this narrow world, 
strewn with prohibitions, can only be called in 
question by absolute violence. 

The colonial world is a world divided into 
compartments. lt is probably unnecessary to recall 
the existence of native quarters and European 
quarters, of schools for natives and schools for 
Europeans; in the same way we need · not recall 
apartheid in South Africa. Yet, if we examine 
closely this system of compartments, we will at least 
be able to reveal the lines of force it implies. This 
approach to the colonial world, its ordering and its 
geographical layout will allow us to mark out the 
lines on which a decolonized society will be 
reorganized. 

The colonial world is a world eut in two. Jhe 
dividing line, the frontiers are shown by barracks 
and police stations. ln the colonies it is the 
policeman and the soldier who are the official, 
instituted go-betweens the spokesmen of the set
tler and his rule of oppression. ln capitalist societies 
the educational system, whether Jay or clerical, the 
structure of moral reflexes handed down fro!TI 
father to son, the exemplary honesty of workers 
who are given a medal after fifty years of good and 
loyal service, and the affection which springs from 
harmonious relations and good behavior - ail these 
aesthetic expressions of respect for the established 
order serve to create around the exploited person an 
atmosphere of submission and of inhibition which 
lightens the task of policing considerably. In the 
capitalist countries a multitude of moral teachers, 
counselors, and "bewilderers" separate the ex
ploited from those in power. ln the colonial 
countries, on the contrary, the policeman and the 
soldier, by their immediate presence and their 
frequent and direct action maintain contact with 
the native and advise him by means of rifle butts 
and napalm not to budge. It is obvious here that the 
agents of government speak the language of pure 
force. The intermediary does not lighten the 
oppressio~~ nor seek to hide the domination; he 
s~s them up and puts them into practice with the 
clear conscience of an upholder of the peace; yer be 
is the bringer of violence into the home and into the 
;;;nd of the oativP -- --...... The zone where the natives live is not comple-
mentary to the zone inhabited by the settlers. The 
two zones are opposed, but not in the service of a 
higher unity. Obedient to the rules of pure Aristo
telian logic, they both follow the principle of 
reciprocal exclusivity. No conciliation is possible, 
for of the two terms, one is superfluous. The 
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settlers' town is a strongly built town, ail made of 
stone and steel. It is a brightly lit town; the streets 
are covered with asphalt, and the garbage cans 
swallow ail the leavings, unseen, unknown and 
hardly thought about. The settler's feet are never 
visible, except perhaps in the sea; but there you're 
never close enough to see them. His feet are 
protected by strong shoes although the streets ofhis 
town are clean and even, with no holes or stones. 
The settler's town is a well-fed town, an easygoing 
town; its belly is always full of good things. The 
settlers' town is a town of white people, of 
foreigners. 

The town belonging to the colonized people, or 
at least the native town, the Negro village, the 
medina, the reservation, is a place of ill fame, 
peopled by men of evil repu te. They are born there, 
it matters little where or how; they die there, it 
matters not where, nor how. It is a world without 
spaciousness; men live there on top of each other, 
and their huts are built one on top of the other. The 
native town is a hungry town, starved of bread, of 
meat, of shoes, of coal, of light. The native town is 
a crouching village, a town on its knees, a town 
wallowing in the mire. lt is a town of niggers and 
dirty Arabs. The look that the native turns on the 
settler's town is a look of Just, a look of envy; it 
expresses his drèaJllS of possession - ail manner of 
possession: to sit ;~tbè settler's table, to sleep in the 
settler's bed, with his wife if possible. The colo
nized man is an envious man. And this the settler 
knows very well; when their glances meet he 
ascertains bitterly, always on the defensive, "They 
want to take our place." lt is true, for there is no 
native who does not dream at least once a day of 
setting himself up in the settler's place. 

This world divided into comparrments this 
world eut in two is inhabited by two different 
species. The originality of the colonial context is 
that economic reality, inequality, and the immense 
differenée of ways of life never corne to mask the 
numan reahnes. livhen you ex.amine at close quar
ters the colonial context, it is evident that what 
parcels out the world is to begin with the fact of 
belonging to or not belonging to a given race, a 
given species. ln the colonies the economic sub
structure is also a superstructure. The cause is the 
consequence; you are rich because you are white, 
you are white because your are rich. This is why 
Marxist analysis should always be slightly stretched 
every time we have to do with the colonial prob
lem .... 

The violence which has ruled over the ordering 
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of the colonial world, which has ceaselessly drummed regression, and that he must put his trust in 

the rhythm for the destruction of native social qualities which are well-tried, solid, and highly 

forms and broken up without reserve the systems esteemed. But it so happens that when the native 

of reference of the economy, the customs of dress hears a speech about Western culture he pulls out 

and external life, that same violence will be claimed his knife - or at least he makes sure it is within 

and taken over by the native at the moment when, reach. The violence with which the supremacy of 

deciding to embody history in his own person, he white values is affirmed and the aggressiveness 

surges into the forbidden quarters. To wreck the which has permeated the victory of these values 

colonial world is henceforward a mental picture of over the ways of life and of thought of the native 

action which is very clear, very easy to understand mean that, in revenge, the native laughs in mockery 

and which may be assumed by each one of the when Western values are mentioned in front of 

individuals which constitute the colonized people. him. In the colonial context the settler only ends his 

To break up the colonial world does not mean that work of breaking in the native when the latter 

after the frontiers have been abolished lines of adroits loudly and intelligibly the supremacy of the 

communication will be set up between the two white man's values. In the period of decolonization 

zones. The destruction of the colonial world is no the colonized masses mock at these very vaines, 

more and no less than the abolition of one zone, its insult them, and vomit them up. . . As far as the 

burial in the depths of the earth or its expulsion/'_;;;;-'\ native is concerned, morality is very concrete; it is 

from the country. '-V to silence the settler's defiance, tg break hjs 

The natives' challenge to the colonial world is flal!nting violence - in a word, to put him out of the 

nota rational confrontation of points of view. It is picture. The well-known principle that all men are 

not a treatise on the universal, but the untidy ëqiÏalwill be illustrnted in the colonies from the 

affirmation of an original idea propounded as an moment that the native daims that he is the equal 

absolute. The colonial world is a Manichean world. of the settler. One step more, and he is ready to fight 

lt is not enough for the settler to delimit physically, to be more than the settler. In fact, he has already 

that is to say with the help of the army and the decided to eject him and to take his place; as we see 

police force, the place of the native. As if to show it, it is a whole material and moral universe which 

the totalitarian character of colonial exploitation the is breaking up. The intellectual who for his part has 

settler paints the native as a sort of quintessence of followed the colonialist with regard to the universal 

evil. Native society is not simply described as a abstract will fight in order that the settler and the 

society lacking in values. It is not enough for the native may live together in peace in a new world. 

colonist to affirm that those values have disap- But the thing he does not see, precisely because he 

peared from, or still better never existed in, the is permeated by colonialism and al! its ways of 

colonial world. The native is declared insensible to thinking, is that the settler, from the moment that 

ethics; he represents not only the absence of values, the colonial context disappears, has no longer any 

but also the negation of values. He is, let us dare to interest in remaining or in co-existing. It is not by 

admit, the enemy of values, and in this sense he is chance that, even before any negotiation between 

the absolute evil. He is the corrosive element, the Algerian and French governments had taken 

destroying all that cornes near him; he is the place, the European minority which calls itself 

deforming element, disfiguring ail that has to do "liberal" had already made its position clear: it 

with beauty or morality; he is the depository of demanded nothing more nor less than twofold 

maleficent powers, the unconscious and irretriev- citizenship. By setting themselves apart in an 

able instrument of blind forces. abstract manner, the liberals try to force the settler 

As soon as the native begins to pull on his into taking a very concrete jump into the unknown. 

moorings, and to cause anxiety to the settler, he is Let us admit it, the settler knows perfectly well that 

handed over to well-meaning souls who in cultural no phraseology can be a substitute for reality. 

congresses point out to him the specificity and Thus the native discovers that his life, his breath, 

wealth of Western values. But every time Western his beating heart are the same as those of the settler. 

values are mentioned they produce in the native a He finds out thatthe settler's skin is not ofany more 

sort of stiffening or muscular lockjaw. During the value than a native's skin; and it must be said that 

period of decolonization, the native's reasàn is this discovery shakes the world in a very necessary 

appealed to. He is offered definite values, he is told manner. Ali the new, revolutionary assurance of the 

frequently that decolonization need not mean native stems from it. For if, in fact, my life is worth 
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as much as the settler's, his glance no longer 
shrivels me up nor freezes me, and his voice no 
longer turns me into stone. I am no longer on 
tenterhooks in his presence; in fact, I don't give a 
damn for him. Not only does his presence no longer 
trouble me, but I am already preparing such 
efficient ambushes for him that soon there will be 
no way out but that of flight. 

We have said that the colonial context is charac
terized by the dichotomy which it imposes upon the 
whole people. Decolonization unifies that people by 
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the radical decision to remove from it its hetero
geneity, and by unifying it on a national, sometimes 
a racial, basis. We know the fierce words of the 
Senegalese patriots, referring to the maneuvers of 
their president, Senghor: "We have demanded that 
the higher posts should be given to Africans; and 
now Senghor is Africanizing the Europeans." That 
is to say that the native can see clearly and 
immediately if decolonization has corne to pass or 
not, for his minimum demands are simply that the 
last shall be first. 


